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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Easter Egg Hunt 

• Golf Outing 

• Miscellaneous items 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 

04/12 Membership Mtg – SJN 

04/16  Easter Egg Hunt 

04/17 Easter 

04/22-24  State Convention 

04/30 Ladies Auxiliary 

shredding event 

04/30 - 5/1 Special Olympics 

May 

05/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

05/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

05/08 Plant Sale 

05/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

05/21 Roadside Cleanup 

June 

06/06 Ladies Auxiliary 

06/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/14 Membership Mtg - SJN 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

May 21, Arlington Heights 

 

 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights,  

Lent has been a time of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving to prepare 

yourself for Easter. Give some of your time to God this Holy Week. 

Ponder and pray about the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice and how you 

benefit from it. Celebrate the resurrection and join with family and friends to share 

that joy. And then go out into the world as a confident child of God. Which segues 

into….  

 

Lately I have been pondering the status of volunteerism. Americans are 15 percent 

more likely to volunteer their time than the Dutch, 21 percent more likely than the 

Swiss, and 32 percent more likely than Germans. Questionnaires indicate that 90% of 

Americans would like to be a volunteer, however according to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, volunteerism peaked between 2003 and 2005, when 28.8 percent of 

Americans reported having volunteered the previous year. By 2018 it had dropped to 

25.3 percent and obviously the pandemic eroded that number even more. Volunteering 

not only helps those that are being served but connects people under a common cause. 

Studies indicate the physical and mental health benefits of volunteering include a 

reduction of loneliness and depression, while increasing connectedness and a sense of 

purpose. To gain an appreciation of the importance of having purpose or meaning in 

life, just listen to a Jordan Peterson lecture on the subject. Research from Carnegie 

Mellon University, notes: “Older adults who volunteer for at least 200 hours per year 

decrease their risk of hypertension by 40 percent.” The study suggests that working 

as a volunteer could be a non-pharmaceutical option to reducing cardiovascular 

disease. So why don’t people volunteer more? 

 

Time constraints are the most often excuse for not volunteering. One would think that 

working people would be less inclined than the retired population to volunteer their 

time, however 35 to 44 year olds (those most likely to have young children at home 

and be employed) are slightly more likely to volunteer their time. Retirees who were 

volunteers prior to retirement volunteer at a rate of 75% whereas only one third of 

those that did not volunteer when working became active during retirement. It seems 

to me that with the “Great Resignation” and lower birth rates in the last decade, people 

would have more time for volunteering. The question is whether that time is spent on 

activities of self-interest or on building relationships and community. 
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Recorder 
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Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 
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Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 

Guard David Richter 

Trustee 

(3 Year) 
Gary Stopka 

Trustee 

(2 Year) 
Hank Brill 

Trustee 
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Paul 

Clementi 

District 

Deputy 

Keith 

Williams 

 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

Council Directors 

Membership 

Director 

Mark 

Schaefer 

Faith  

Director 
Ed Kramer 

 

Community 

Director 

 

Jim 

McNamara 

Council 

Director 

Tom 

Rasmussen 

Family 

Directors 

Eric 

Vonderhaar, 

Chris Barone 

 

Youth Co- 

Directors 

Jason 

O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 

Culture of 

Life Director 
Fred Karl 

 

Schools, community groups, charitable organizations and other church groups compete 

for our volunteer time. I encourage you to be involved in multiple organizations that 

support your interests, one of those being the Knights of Columbus. Our council has 

opportunities for you to step up and lead. We need to fill officer positions of Chancellor, 

Recorder, Warden, Financial Secretary, and Trustee. Each has a varying degree of 

responsibility. Talk to me if you have questions. To borrow from JFK; Ask not what 

your council can do for you—ask what you can do for your council. 

 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

Jesus Christ has risen today  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Our triumphant holy day 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Who did once upon the cross 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Suffer to redeem our loss 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Wishing you all a very Blessed Easter. 

 

 

News you can use: 

~ Happy Hopping at the Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday April 16, 2022 

~ Shred Day is back and will be on Saturday, April 30, 2022 

~ The 7th Annual Charity Garden Market store is open now.  Stcgardenmarket.com   

ORDER DEADLINE (ANNUALS)  April 13, 2022 

ORDER DEADLINE (PERENNIALS)  May 4,2022 

Pick-up will be 10am-1pm held on Saturday, May 7, 2022, St. Patrick Church Parking lot 

6N491 Crane Road, St Charles, Illinois 60175   

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

April 21, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and 

helping others? Remember to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

Easter is truly one of my favorite times of the year, it always has been since I was a child. As an adult that has not 

changed. Now I love the time to reflect, renew, and reset -- somewhat like spring when the earth begins to 

reawaken and the beauty of a new season blossoms. This year I have focused on being more prayerful and focusing 

on what is really important to me right now where I am in life. I hope your Lenten journey brings you peace and a 

sense of renewal. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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40 CANS FOR 40 DAYS 
 

Our council makes it easy for you to take part in some Lenten almsgiving with the 40 

Cans for 40 Days food drive. Please plan on shopping for extra cans of food to be 

donated at our council meeting on Tuesday. It is the season to help those in need. 

 

 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
 

Special Olympics is back!  Please see at the end of this newsletter the flyer for this event occurring April 30 - May 1 

to see how you can help. 

 

IF NOT YOU, THEN WHO? 
 

There are leadership opportunities within the council and at the district level. We are in need of a Chancellor, 

Recorder, and Warden. From KofC.com, “The Chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in the 

leading of the council by engaging and strengthening the council's membership“, the Recorder is responsible for 

keeping and maintaining a true and permanent record of all actions of the council and maintains all correspondence 

of the council”, and “the Warden is responsible for supervising and maintaining all council property, sets up council 

chambers for meetings and exemplifications, and oversees inside and outside guards. Our Financial Secretary, 

District Deputy and District Warden are also looking for their future successor. If you have been a knight for a short 

time or have been around for a while, please prayerfully consider stepping up. 

 

4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Patriotic (4th) Degree Exemplification May 21 

 

Calling all 3rd degree Knights!  There is an Exemplification for the 4th degree scheduled for May 21 at St. Edna 

Catholic Church in Arlington Heights.   

If you have not yet advanced to the 3rd, we can make that happen to qualify for this Exemplification.   

Council sign-up deadline is April 30 to ensure applications are submitted to arrive before the cut-off.  Contact FS Bill 

Roth for information or to process your application.  

 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an offer for you.  In order to increase our Council 

support of the 4th Degree mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently offered to those 

who purchase a complete uniform.  To show our Councils support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase 

a complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your 

uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.   Contact GK Greg Stopka, FS Bill Roth or Gary 

Stopka for more information or how to receive your rebates. 
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DUES REMINDER 
 

It is time for Membership renewal / dues payment, for those who have not yet paid for this year. Same as last year: 

1. 1st dues notices were sent out by e-mail 

2. You can pay your dues online on our website: http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44  

3. For your convenience, you may now pay your dues up to 5 years into the future.  

Every year we struggle to get our members to stay current with their dues. In fact, we still have too many of our 

brother Knights not paying their dues in a timely manner. We still must pay Supreme the dues for your Membership 

out of our general funds, even for those who do not submit dues payments to us.  It is also a lot of work for our 

Financial Secretary to chase everyone down, so we urge you to pay promptly -- THANK YOU! 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT -- HELP NEEDED 
 

1. Easter Egg Hunt - Takes place on Easter Saturday, April 

16 at 11:00 AM (Arrive to help at 9:45 AM at the field). 

Location: Athletic Field behind St. Patrick Grade School 

(same location as last year). 

We need numerous volunteers to sign up to help hide 

eggs and be present during the hunt for traffic control. 

Sign up at http://www.kofc12497.com  

 

2. Registration is open for those who wish to sign up 

children 8 years old and younger for the Easter Egg 

Hunt.  Go to http://www.kofc12497.com.  On the home 

page click on the "click to register" button towards the 

top of the page.  See the flyer at right and share this 

information with all the families you know. 

 

Footnote: Thanks to the Knights and Ladies Auxiliary, 

hundreds of people will be able to experience the 

resurrection of Easter through the excitement and joy of our 

2022 Easter Egg Hunt!  Your contribution of candy and time 

are not taken lightly.  It is only through your participation 

that we can conduct the Easter Egg Hunt.  We have 2,672 

eggs to hide containing 8,161 pieces of candy!  

 

Blessings to each of you during the passion, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus as you journey with Him during Holy 

Week.  Happy Easter!! 

 

Paul Braddock 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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ROADSIDE CLEANUP RETURNS MAY 21 
 

Our semiannual roadside cleanup returns this spring on Saturday, May 21, at 9:15 to 10:30 am.  

Please save the date and mark your calendars today!  Online signups are available at 

kofc12497.com under the Activities / Activities Signup tab. It's a short and easy way to give 

service! 

 

JOIN THE GOLF COMMITTEE – WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP 
 

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN OR WOMEN WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT THE PRO-LIFE MISSION OF 

CORBELLA CLINIC, OUR GOLF COMMITTEE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PLAN OUR 2022 GOLF OUTING 

 

RSVP TO:  FRED KARL,  CELL: 847-373-2922,  E-MAIL: FTKARL@SBCGLOBAL.NET  

 

GOLF OUTING: JULY 18, PLANNING IS UNDERWAY  
 

Over the last 22 years, St Charles Knights have donated 

$297,000 to Corbella Clinic from our yearly “Never Give Up 

on Life” golf outing, and our planning for 2022 is well 

underway! 

 

Help us make 2022 another success: 

1. Save the date - July 18th and get a foursome to play 

2. We need more sponsors for the golf outing - If you have 

a business, or know someone who does who would may 

be interested in being a sponsor, please let Fred Karl know (ftkarl@sbcglobal.net) this is a 

great way to advertise a business. 

3. We are also looking for some quality raffle donations. If you have a good relationship at a golf 

course, restaurant, brewery etc. let us know. We are also always looking for donations of 

wine/liquor etc. 

4. In the next month or two we will be looking for donations of golf balls and wine to use for 

prizes at the outing. If you see something on sale go get it and donate! 

 

For more information, send an email or call Jim Connor (jimcon3@comcast.net or 847-417-0522) 

Remember - “As you walk down the fairway of life, you must smell the roses, for you only get to play one round.” 

‒ Ben Hogan. 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
mailto:FTKARL@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 7 of 14 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

Thank you for the prayers for my father and Brother Knight, Robert W. Kling Jr. (1945-2022).  

 

During this time of death, I am reminded of God’s plan for us. The opportunity for eternal rest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven with Jesus, the archangels and saints, and all of the faithful departed. I look forward to that day but for now, 

we are called to live a faithful life according to the precepts of the church, spend our waking hours giving thanks to 

the Lord, and live a life in discipleship with his son.  

 

Our eternal salvation depends on what we do today. It is why the perpetual watchwords of The Order are Tempus 

Fugit, Memento Mori. Time is the greatest gift and equalizer of all men. What we do with it can have a big impact on 

God’s promise to us. Are you living a Catholic life? Are you up to date with your sacraments and are your own affairs 

in order? 

 

From our humble beginnings in 1882, the primary goal of the Knights of Columbus has been and always will be to 

provide financial aid and pecuniary assistance for our members, their families, and beneficiaries.  

 

When I sat with my mother to help process the claim paperwork with the Knights, we also processed her claims with 

social security, Dad’s pension, and other financial institutions. This benefit isn’t limited to my family. Each one of our 

members has access to a Field Agent who is trained in financial claims.  

 

We will assist you during these times of despair and help sort through the mountain of paperwork that comes with the 

loss of a family member. That’s what we do as a brotherhood, united in faith and charity. Please know that I’m here 

for you and should you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

 

Lastly, through the end of the Fraternal Year, June 30, 2022, I will be giving away Personal Planning 

Workbooks to members of Council 12497 by emailing your request to matthew.kling@kofc.org. 

 

These workbooks will help get your affairs in order prior to death and include worksheets for wills, funeral services, 

burial, and survivors’ action items. I encourage all of you to have a plan in place. Make sure that you have reviewed 

it with your family and that when your time comes, the burden of making decisions for your survivors will be greatly 

lessened by this plan.  

 

Fraternally Yours in Christ,  

 

Matthew Kling, FSCP, FICF | Field Agent | Knights of Columbus | 303 East Main Street | Saint Charles, IL 60174 

Direct: (630) 485-8705 | Main: (800) 388-9995 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our new Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you  

on your birthday.  He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your  

special day rolls around this year, know that you are being prayed for.  Thank you Mark! 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
http://kofc12497.com/


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 9 of 14 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 

Captain Bill Roth at the bow 

for the St. Patricks Day parade 

 

Joe Roth “casting her off” to sail 

 

She floated well on a bright sunny parade day! 

 

 

 

 

Brother Knights helping at the Free Throw Contest 

Regional Event 
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Mercy For the Starving event 
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Special Olympics Spring Games 

Saturday - 04/30/2022 & 

Sunday - 05/01/2022 

 

 

We are preparing over 1,800 lunches  for the 
Special Olympics athletes and coaches 

Marmion  

1000 Butterfield Rd  Aurora, IL 
60502  

 

We need help from 8:00 A.M.  - 2:00 P.M. 

If you can only work for a few hours, that’s ok. If you would like to 

volunteer, go to our website:   

www.KofC12497.com 

Then click on the “CLICK HERE TO VOLUNTEER” Button on the Home page 
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